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• Have you wondered about the nature
of a boundary – or were at a loss when
trying to explain this to a client?
• Do you need to make your
understanding of boundary law
current and wanted to find an easy
to read reference work?

• Do clients seek your Advice on Extent
of Title?
• Do you know that Title Insurance will
typically not respond to boundary
disputes?
• Do you crave answers to waterfront
boundary questions that seem
infuriatingly complex?

This comprehensive treatment of the principles of boundary law
lies at the intersection of law
and land surveying. Although
Boundaries are to property lines
and Surveyors much like Title is to
the book has its foundation
property ownership and Lawyers.
in the law of real property in
Canadian common law
jurisdictions, it is intended as a resource which bridges two
professions. For real estate
lawyers, it connects legal
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surveying and demonstrates
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understanding of the parcel on the ground has helped
contributions through “The
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Boundary Point” and Four Point
Learning. I applaud this book as an
conveyancing and land registration. For land surveyors, it
excellent contribution to the
provides a structure and outlines best practices to follow in
betterment of the surveying
the analysis of boundary retracement problems through
profession in Canada and highly
the application of legal principles. This book is not meant
recommend it as a ‘must-have’ for
the surveyor’s reference library.
to be used as a “how to” guide for the answering of
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specific questions about boundary problems. Rather, it is
intended to serve as a reference tool to support the
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formation of professional opinions by clarifying the
framework for evaluating boundary and survey
evidence. [Extracts appear on the last page.]
View webinar where the Izaak de Rijcke illustrates
how the book supports the formation of opinions.
The 560-page softcover book costs $245 plus HST,
shipping included. You can mail payment to: Four
Point Learning (address in the footer of the previous
page) with your shipping address or pay online with:

(NB: A PayPal account is not needed to pay by credit
card.) For inquiries, contact book@4pointlearning.ca
Please note that the book’s contents are augmented
with a free e-newsletter: The Boundary Point.
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Before Principles of Boundary Law in Canada,
lawyers and surveyors needing to understand
boundary law had very few sources to turn
to, the most comprehensive encyclopaedic
work probably being the collected essays in
Survey Law in Canada, now about twenty-five
years out-of-date. In addition to being so
much more up-to-date, Principles of
Boundary Law in Canada has the benefit of a
unified authorship throughout, which, in my
opinion, is always a better and more cohesive
read than compilation works with
contributions from multiple authors. As if
that were not enough, and to my delight and
surprise, Principles of Boundary Law in
Canada serves as an excellent text on
marketability of title as well as a text on
boundaries law! In satisfying his need to
provide legal background to explain some
boundary law principles, de Rijcke has not
only written a text on boundary law per se,
he has also written an excellent "pure" real
estate law text in the process!
Jeffrey W. Lem, Director of Titles for the Province
of Ontario

The organization and content seem to me to
be clear and coherent… I learned a
tremendous amount and appreciate the
chance to have a read.
Dean Lorne Sossin, Osgoode Hall Law School, York
University

This book is a remarkable achievement. I can
just imagine the time and effort needed to
prepare such a wide-ranging work. It is
thoughtfully and elegantly written and is
obviously extensively researched. I would say
that the book resembles a doctoral
dissertation, except that I have never read a
dissertation that is a good as this draft.
Bruce Ziff, Faculty of Law, University of Alberta
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FORWARD by Justice Russell M. Raikes
Boundaries are the core of real property ownership. They define and regulate what belongs to
whom, and play an integral part in land use. It is convenient to think of boundaries as
immutable lines that are clear and constant in location, and ever capable of being confirmed.
Time and ample case law have put to bed that chestnut. If the cases have taught us anything, it
is that boundaries are the by-product of the technology of the day applied with frailties of
human judgment and experience.
In this seminal book, Mr. de Rijcke has valiantly endeavoured to help surveyors, lawyers, and
judges appreciate the essential legal principles of boundary law. Those principles have
developed over time, evolving as the common law often does, by slow measured degrees with
occasional regression, conflict and eventual clarity.
One of the challenges faced by surveyors and the justice system is the application of legal
principles to fact specific, real life problems that often emerge long after those best able to
shed light on the original circumstances are gone. Where is the physical evidence that was
available when the original plan of survey was done? How do we ascertain the intentions of the
surveyor or the parties to a transaction decades later? What happens when Mother Nature
takes a hand to erode, accrete, or just plain make things disappear?
To make matters more challenging, as if the passage of time was not enough, surveyors wrestle
with the application of new technology with greater precision to re-create boundaries made in
difficult conditions with what might now be considered primitive equipment. For lawyers and
judges not trained in the arts and science of surveying, the challenge of comprehending the
reasons underlying the dispute between affected parties is even greater.
This book brings together the applicable legal principles in a way that provides a ready context
for the development of the law and the approaches used in surveying real property. I wholeheartedly recommend this book for anyone who needs a comprehensive guide to the legal
principles of boundary law. It is a vital resource to anyone entangled in real estate litigation,
boundary disputes or who simply needs to be on firm footing as he or she grapples with a
boundary issue.
Justice Russell M. Raikes,
Superior Court of Justice – Ontario
July, 2016
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EXTRACTS
In the chapter which reviews the law of natural boundaries, an irony with which many of us are
familiar, is noted to set the stage for a deeper analysis:
“Natural boundaries are also seen as ranking at the upper echelon in the
evidentiary hierarchy for the retracement of legal boundaries. But therein also lies
a conundrum: the dynamic and fluid nature of water boundaries suggests that
they can move and are perhaps unstable in position. Yet, at the same time, it is
the kind of boundary which is accorded the most weight in the overall hierarchy of
evidence. This conundrum may seem more like the irony which arises in that the
boundary which is accorded most weight is also the boundary type which is most
prone to fluctuation from one time period to another…”
In the chapter on boundaries and land registration systems, the separate (but detailed)
description of title registration in several jurisdictions is compared in order to illustrate the
practical differences which distinguish one approach from others:
“The purpose in providing a narrative description of land registration systems in
these three Canadian examples is not to provide a comparison of quality; these
are compared in order to illustrate the range of land registration systems which
prevail in Canada and how history, patterns of settlement and surveying practices
have all had a bearing on what a surveyor in Canada today may expect to
encounter. As examples, these jurisdictions are but a sampling of what has
emerged, to varying degrees, of the impact of land registration on property law
and parcel boundaries. These three examples also highlight the unique rules and
statutory provisions that prevail in each jurisdiction.”
No reference work on boundary principles can be complete without addressing the role of
intention in considerable detail. An entire chapter is devoted to this topic and in it, many
practical examples are used to illustrate how principles are capable of being applied in practice;
the book is not a theoretical treatise for academics, but a useful source of thoughtful answers.
“That intention is paramount in resolving ambiguities is made out repeatedly in
case law in which intention is referred to as the most important thing to be
searched for – and has been the single most important factor in well over a
century in Canada. This is not to say that intention is easily ascertained, or even
clear. Like other types of boundary evidence, there are gradations and, for that
reason, evidence of fences and long usage may trump descriptions in deeds.”
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